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About BASE

• Officially started in 2004

• Aggregation from OAI-endpoints worldwide; all disciplines

(repositories, journal platforms, digital collections, aggregators)

• ~70% Open Access from a total of ~147 million documents from 7,383 data

sources (Sep-2019)

• Automatic classification using DDC

• OA status and License information processing

• OA Boosting

• ORCID member and BASE ORCID Search & Link Wizard
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Integration of Data Repositories and Items in BASE
Number of Data Repositories incl. all items
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Discovery of Research Data – Search Interface



Discovery of Research Data – Search Results



Discovery of Research Data – Detailed View



Opportunities and Limitations

• Global coverage of (OAI)sources

• Large amount of indexed items

• Cross-disciplinary search

• Common descriptive format (Dublin 

Core)

• Descriptive metadata quality varies 

across the data sources

• No publication – dataset interlinking

• No links to discipline-specific 

metadata

• No (FAIR) indicators / metrics yet

• No optimization for research data

search behaviour

• Many data repositories lack 

standardized APIs (e.g. OAI-PMH)



Thank you for your attention!

@BASEsearch

base.ub@uni-bielefeld.de

https://base-search.net


