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CORE in a nutshell
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Mission: Aggregate all open access research 
articles worldwide, enrich this content and 
provide seamless access to it through a set of 
data services … 

- core.ac.uk by usage in the top 
0.0009% of global websites
- CORE provides access 
to 24,936,921 free to read full text 
research papers with 13,380,086 full 
texts hosted directly by CORE



Harvesting is a prerequisite for discovery

2

- Data Registries
- Protocols
- Data providers and 

consumers willing to 
work together

- Centralisation ≠
interoperability



Global network of repositories 
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- “A single scientific repository is of limited value, real benefits 
come from the ability to exchange data within a network …

- … interoperability allows us to exploit today's computational 
power so that we can aggregate, data mine, create new tools 
and services, and generate new knowledge from repository 

content.”
– Confederation of Open Access Repositories (COAR)



Lesson 1
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Argument: The best idea about how to user your data might not be 
invented by you.

Action: We need programmable access to data. 

What has CORE done to help. A widely popular raw data services. 
CORE API, CORE Dataset and CORE FastSync enabling others to 
build new applications on top of CORE. 



Lesson 2
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Argument: Discovery is about adding value where the users are.

Action: Need to bring features to users instead of users to features. 

What has CORE done in this space: Integration with third party 
systems and discovery services: 
- Microsoft Academic
- PMC
- institutional repositories
- CORE Discovery browser extension
- Lean Library
- …



CORE integration in Microsoft Academic
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Integrated full text 
discovery



Lesson 3
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Argument: There are different types of discovery use cases. 
Discovery ≠ just search.

Action: Develop functionality for a range of discovery use cases

What has CORE done in this space: 
A suite of services:
- CORE Search
- CORE Recommender
- CORE Discovery
- Supporting others



CORE Recommender

• Recommending relevant 
content to users from 
across all free content

• Recommender plugin for 
repositories

• https://core.ac.uk/service
s/recommender/
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https://core.ac.uk/services/recommender/
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https://core.ac.uk/services/recommender/


CORE Discovery demonstration



CORE Discovery Repository integration

• Majority of articles in 
repositories metadata only.

• CORE Discovery 
repository plugin:

• turns dead ends of user 
journeys into journeys 
fulfilling users’ information 
needs

• makes repository content 
more discoverable. 



Visual discovery interfaces

Herrmannova, D. and Knoth, P. 

(2012) Visual Search for Supporting 

Content Exploration in Large Document 

Collections, D-Lib Magazine, 18, 7/8, 

Corporation for National Research 

Initiatives

http://www.dlib.org/dlib/july12/herrmannova/07herrmannova.html


Thank you!

https://core.ac.uk

https://github.com/oacore/jcdl_2019

